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Ceehehe Arete I Ge ag he Census techniques for determining the 
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TOMENO satus le: steer Acie lwvandasdoound scensusessiotesred 


foxes. 
Objectives: LOmesvimawes Led rox densities (based on .counts. of 


Fox families per selected townships and counties) using fixed wing 
Boor atteand. follow-up ground, recognizance. 


PROgress: = Ofethe six counties selected for-,aerial censuses of £ox 
dena on bye4eweremsunveyedmthiswspringwtDekalbbyerords (loganwand 
Mason). Inclement spring weather interfere Wists Torre 
Spponcuniures: tor ithe other counties. Abundant digging activity 
was observed in Ford and Logan counties, but follow-up ground 
observations revealed that this was exclusively badger ac bay tye 
with one possible coyote den. No active fox dens were observed in 
any of the 4 townships surveyed. Continually wet ground conditions 
may have reduced observation accuracy. In addition, weather may 
have delayed fox breeding activity, making some of the flights' 
timing inappropriate. 


NODENOsi: see inte eee Red fox censuses uSing. archery deer 
hunters. 
Objectives: TOmmeStimaComerca mL Ox emaoundance. im “taldsausing 


observations by archery deer hunters. 


Progress: Approximately 2500 observation recording forms were 
mailed to archery hunters who participated in the 1991 survey. 
Approximately 1250 surveys were returned, resulting in a return 


rewe, om about 650%. Most surveys were returned by 1 February. 
Computer data entry and summary statistics were completed by 30 
gune. Differences in data between 1991 and 1992 are being 
evaluated. Variability of the data increased with the decreased 


sample size. More hunters will need to be recruited for the third 
year of the survey. 


PODGENOLc Go” Title: Red fox censuses uSing rural mail 


Carr Lens:, 


Objectives: To estimate red fox abundance in spring uSing rural 
mail carriers observations. 
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Progress: Ree Cepartang a Orn = wassmeaeveloped wandwm mailed to 
a0RDLOxIMatelyu 2000s Sra ve marl. carriers. statewiroe. Observers 
heceraed sigituios Offered foxfand pheasants duringe5 days in April. 
Approximately T1000. of the surveys, (55%) ) have-been™ returned , Mand 
intormation is currently being entered ini'a computer?’ file. 


VODENO 23484: wees Analysis of data and reporting. 
Objectives: TOC eanawycemcatarcoml ected InijJobs 1-39 sand to 


associate ‘hese statistics with other@data  =setsi describing long 
term trends in red fox abundance and changes in environmental 
factors; (2) recommend means for accurately and reliably censusing 
mecha x UL Tiel aos mando LO. eCpoOTrrcetnes findings ultimately in 
peer-reviewed manuscripts. 


Progress: Analyses to compare archery hunter survey data from the 
two years are being completed. 
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